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I) erno(-tr'nclj- bu i I d i rr g ttnd AfX hunisturr
With denrocrals errryu'heru glieving militury l-teged a coup l'ollcrwing the

ovel recent events irr Afghanistun ard l,{LD's landsiide elecrion vicrory. Thc
the trventieth anniversary of9/ll. it is world is horrified that the generals
'worth ret'alling that as the iilst plane have killed ,rver I $00 proteslerc to
struck the ttrhrtd Trade Center lrruer tllte. including chilclren.
ott 9/l I all -15 Orgau.izalion of The lilte Viiclrv llavsl. the Czech dis-
ll.tnericiut Stirlrs (OASJ rner:rber gor,- si*lent wlrose dissestions of totalilarian
er&olents lr,ere in Peru^ signing ;l nrlc helpcd to destro.*- it in revnlutiolrs

lultl-g.olJ('Iltr))rtttttt lrriLtps - sLrclt lis
ttniitus - dcntot'|1ttit s rtrust r:flshrinr
ileeclonrs antl r*sponsihilitir"s in riin-
st itLrtious. lau r antl ulr'l( urr..-

[;tuttl;rnttrtt;r[ {ri ;ut.l tltrtttrurlr:1 ir att
inrh.pcndrnt ludici;r11'. Indcpendrnr
.iuttgr.s. rr,'illr porr,,rr lu strikc: dr:r,r n
ulctrrrslitullorr,rl iruls l.rilssrd Lrl, lcgirl.r-

tor,r. iue necessiuy safeglrards.
nruking it lxlssible for r:tilrorities
and nrarginalized grnups to liue
at equal nrerubers of society.
In thc 5.f-nation Conrmon-

wealth. shared governance val-
urs were re{lected in the I'trarmc
Declaratiol of !991. whcn gov-
erufilents ptedged their commit-
nreqt to the pr{)teclion and pn>
motioD of tlre Cornnronwealth's
deruocratic political valurs and
rule of lau. Members in good
standing mrasl hnve civilinn.
democraticall,r" elected govcrn-
nre!tts.

Thr' Orga*ieatinn for Security and
Co-operation in Europe qOSCE)
enhunces denroc racy froni "\hncouver
to Vlndivostok'' through nronitoring
delu,ocratic ptrce,qses aruong 57 partic-
ipatirrg states.
La Fraucophonie conrprises 8ll urlu-

ber governnrents iurd observers that
shiur Frenr:h ils il con)mon langulge,
It represents l{}O milliort Frauco-
phones on five continents. Crurirda has
rvorked with it to suppon democracy.
undertaking several informal political
initiativer ir: counlrirs at risk.
Representalirt'e demncrncy appears

intlisperrsable for a peaceful. prosper-
ous world with equllity tbr all.
although the roads to opeu denrocrutic
societies arc challcnging- With the

economic crisis ansing now l.rttm
COVID-19. denrncracies ftce both
enornlous pressules and new opporlrr-
nities Thir tunrroil test,s our conrnrit-
t)enl to dcmocmtjc pritrciples and best
govenrflme praclices-

Denmcrncy works in taldenr with the
spreael of the rule ol' luw rind the
enhirncenre ut of hunran dignity.
lntenutionul insritutions nrust accord
increnreutally tuore weight to human
right.s. the rule of law. aneJ multipurry
democracy. rrlVe musl -rafeguard iurd
enhance our denmcr;rtic prnctices md
hehl lo $trengthen denrocrucies irbroad,
rerr:enrbe rlng olways that it begins
with earh of us as irrdividuirl citizen:-.
ln Afgh*nistan, the z0-year srruggle

to build denrocracy lncsd nrany signit'-
lcrnt lailures- Its presen{ situation
illustrates wl:al clrr result if demrrcrat-
ic gor-ernance-horuevcr inrperl'cct-rs
replated b,r- tntolerame and violence
aguinst f'elkru' citirens,

Daviil Kilgttnri a larr']rr ht ptrtle:;-
sinr, lerr,e<I irt Cutaduit Htruv of
Cunmons titr l,l''nuor,l 27 j\rurs, Npr*
serrtiJ* $rrutlr((r$, Edrnr.irtJofi. f/t,, ru$
Sr,< rrlat-l' uJ'Sttttt fitr A{t'ir"a trul bttitt
Anrrita aud Asi*tr'ut'ifir. lle is thr
ctullk)r .i' :;eterqJ }rrrts alld rrt-ttuthtt
*'ith Dut'itl M./,ils .rf Bloridy llafi,est:
The Killing of Fal.rn 6ong lbr Tl,reir
Organs"

On Sept. ll. 2001 {"9i ll"i David
Kilgour was in the Canadial delega-
tion in Linru which signed tlre OAS
De nm,:;ra(i c Chal'te r,

de nrocru.tic chfirtcr. which
dr'nied nrembcr.ship in lhe orEa- '-niz;rtlon to irny diciatorship. '' t avid
Detuocrrlic govcrnturct has rz.il

expande<l acro'-r.s muclr ol rhr llllg0Uf
world since the l970s.In 1977.
txrly 35 of l,{3 nations witl a
popul*tlnn of at lelst 5{}0.flf(}
liilifiil:l'il,j"l,,'r11,::,'iil;,I;l:Ij A canadian
ic.tsr,ltll? tXrrrl' l6iruurrtrir's l/i__..
\r'L'rrjJccprl'rl d!'il)g(ritti1': oqly VrcW On

;-1,H".'liiX,i1)lili:11'i;X,,"'ti:; wortd ff r,enfs
rruliriltr.l iti u r:t-t'ri"rtl ui t.rl'li'r .

1ir e-q

in 2tI{N. fbr exanrple" 809{. ol
Afghans riskcd tlreir lives to vote in
their fimt presidential election" One
was Dr. Sinra Sonrar. trflter deputy pres-
ident in the Afghan Transition Teanr
but afterward:s compelled ro resign [or
que$tioning religious larns. She lob-
bjed lor democracy trs ch:rir of thc
Atghan Independent llurnan Rights
Crrnrmission and UN Specirrl
Rapporteur on hunran riglrts in Sudan.
Sanrar hrs dcrlicated hen life to
vrr0mell "s f mpoWermeftt.
Ttre mo',+ controyrrsial Ailng $an Suu

Kyi sprnt alnlost IS years rurderhnusr
flrrtst in $IyanmariBtrnnu" In 1090,
l:er National lrague lbr Derrrocracy
(NLD) purt] won the nrajority of elcc-
tion rotes but wercrl't allowed to take
theil seats. On Februarv l,202I. the

tlurl brour:ht doun lhr, llcrlin \\'lll in
t9tl9. askr:tl about his cotu)tr!'r tlcir/'-
I'rrtttrd li'r:cdom- "Frtlru u hcrr. dirl
[Czccltuslovirki*'sl l'orlne lxoplc . - .

rakr th*ir drsirc trrr truth. thr:it loyc nii'
l'rrc thuught. thclr lxrlitiual ith:us- thrir
tirir: rrnrrlte .".l" Tlrr. ,utsu,cr [ir.i in
thr,' lrunirin desirt r-r trt urhl.r(- tr)
tltoost' tltr.' trpei rrl itx'itrlii's \r,(' u.irrrl
trr build l'rrr ourselvr.s - onr.s {rr)undrd
+r1 v:rluts ol hulniur tlignit-v iix' ;rll ;rtrd
th* mle ol'lat'.

l)eutr:cra(ic Elr!'ct non(( intplics Irc*-
tll.rnr rtt spcrtlr. ;tssrrrali'otr. as.;erttb.ly
iurr-l lxli*l.rnnn-[rcl icl., * r sr,-mtiirily thr
Irrct[rnr firr intli vidual.i tlr crprr.ss
n,htr tlre! ;rre atrj u'hat the1.' ht'liev* irs
Iutrg us tltr.v ilu ntrl iul'rin!lt, txr thc
frecdtutr (}l- olhcrr. Alorrg u,ith ritlonrl
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